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s you lace up your ice skates this winter, you
might be perfecting your triple lutz-toe loop

combo, or you might just be trying to stay
upright. In either case, you’re joining a long history of

people taking to the ice for travel, sport, and leisure.

12th Century bone ice skates with reproduction leather straps, Museum of London.

“..when the great marsh...is frozen over, numerous bands of young men
go out to play on the ice. They... fit leg-bones of animals to their feet,

binding them firmly around their ankles, and hold in their hands poles

shod with iron, which they strike against the ice, and thus impel themselves
on it with the swiftness of a bird...” (N.A. 2015)
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The 16th century map ‘Carta Marina’ by Detail from Winter Landscape with Ice Skaters by Hendrick
Olaus Magnus shows ice skaters using poles.  Avercamp, c. 1608, Rijksmuseum.

kating was an inclusive pastime from very early on. Prints and written
records from as early as the 15th century indicate that activities on the

ice were open to people of all ages, classes, and genders (Kestnbaum 2003).

In colonial America, ice skating was commonplace, especially in New York,
Delaware, and Pennsylvania, where settlers of Dutch and Swedish heritage

kept up the traditions of their homelands (Struna 1996). Upon visiting New [MPERIAL QUB SKATES S S oy SUSE Sy
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